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Although Indonesia has made significant 
improvements on many health outcomes over 

the last six decades, several key indicators 
have been disappointing compared to 

those of other countries at a similar stage 
of economic development, even before the                  

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The conference will examine the extent 
to which Indonesia’s health system has 

succeeded in dealing with the many challenges 
it faces and, more importantly, what Indonesia 

needs to do to ensure faster progress. In 
addition, it will address other crucial questions 

such as those related to nutrition and 
epidemiological transitions, and the attempt to 

offset the degree to which income inequality 
results in unequal access to health care.

 

CONVENORS
Firman Witoelar
The Australian National University

Ariane Utomo
The University of Melbourne
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About the ANU 
Indonesia Project
The Australian National University’s Indonesia Project contributes to public policy reform in 
Indonesia since 1965, through leading research, capacity building and networking. 

It is a leading international centre of research and graduate training on the economy and 
society of Indonesia. Since its inception by H.W. Arndt, the Indonesia Project has been at 
the forefront of Indonesian studies in Australia and internationally. The Indonesia Project is 
part of The Australian National University’s Arndt-Corden Department of Economics in the 
Crawford School of Public Policy in the College of Asia and the Pacific.

Through producing and disseminating high quality research, hosting public dialogues, 
institutional capacity building and institutional networking, the Indonesia Project aims 
to build stronger, research based public policies in Indonesia, particularly in the areas of 
economic development, social development, regional development, gender, human capital, 
poverty, governance, and environment. Furthermore, our activities aim to ensure the next 
generation of Indonesian researchers are nurtured and fostered.

ANU Indonesia Project wishes to thank 
The Australian National University 
and the Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade for their substantial and 
continuing support.
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Day 1. Wednesday 15 September
Time (WIB) Time (AEST)

10am 1pm OPENING ADDRESS
Brian Schmidt Vice Chancellor, The Australian National University

WELCOMING REMARKS
Senator The Hon Zed Seselja  Minister for International Development and 
the Pacific

Chair: Blane Lewis The Australian National University 

10.10am 1.10pm POLITICAL UPDATE
Chair: Greg Fealy The Australian National University

The pandemic as opportunity: Jokowi’s Indonesia in the time of COVID-19
Charlotte Setijadi Singapore Management University

Discussant
Nava Nuraniyah The Australian National University

Q&A

11.25am 2.25pm Tea break

11.50am 2.50pm ECONOMICS UPDATE
Chair: Arianto Patunru The Australian National University

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on poverty and inequality in 
Indonesia
Asep Suryahadi, Athia Yumna, Ridho Al Izzati The SMERU Research 
Institute

Discussant
James P Villafuerte Asian Development Bank

Q&A

1.05pm 4.05pm PANEL 1. HEALTH SYSTEM REFORMS
Chair: Liza Munira The Australian National University

Post-pandemic trajectory of health reforms
Laksono Trisnantoro Universitas Gadjah Mada and the Indonesian Ministry 
of Health

The changing role of the state in health policy: a comparative perspective
Azad Singh Bali The Australian National University

Q&A

2pm 5pm END OF DAY 1
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Day 2. Thursday 16 September
Time (WIB) Time (AEST)

10am 1pm WELCOMING REMARKS
Her Excellency Penny Williams Australian Ambassador to Indonesia
Chair: Firman Witoelar The Australian National University

10.05am 1.05pm PANEL 2. NAVIGATING HEALTH TRANSITION IN INDONESIA: 
CHALLENGES AND LESSONS LEARNED
Chair: Kirsten Bishop Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Navigating access to healthcare in Indonesia: a socio-structural analysis
I Nyoman Sutarsa The Australian National University

Eliminating dengue in Yogyakarta, Indonesia: lessons learned from public 
health innovations
Adi Utarini Universitas Gadjah Mada and World Mosquito Program

Transformed primary health care in COVID-19 response: the case of 
PUSPA intervention in West Java, Indonesia
Diah Satyani Saminarsih World Health Organisation and CISDI

Q&A

11.35am 2.35pm Tea break

12pm 3pm PANEL 3. HEALTH TRANSITION IN INDONESIA: DATA 
CHALLENGES, SURVEILLANCE AND INNOVATIONS
Chair: Ariane Utomo The University of Melbourne

Health data quality and implications
Terry Hull The Australian National University

Challenges and realities of COVID-19 data quality: 18 months of pandemic 
in Indonesia
Iqbal Elyazar Eijkman Instiute
Lenny Ekawati Eijkman Institute, University of Oxford
Irma Hidayana, Ahmad Arif Lapor Covid
Ahmad Nurhasim The Conversation

Q&A

1pm 4pm PANEL 4. TOWARDS EQUITABLE HEALTHCARE
Chair: Sharyn Graham Davies Monash University

Impact of COVID-19 on maternal and child health programs: a case study 
for strengthening the health system
Tiara Marthias, Yodi Mahendradhata Universitas Gadjah Mada

The right to health and the politics of health policy in post-New Order 
Indonesia
Andrew Rosser The University of Melbourne
Luky Djani Universitas Pembangunan Nasional Veteran Jakarta

Q&A

2pm 5pm END OF DAY 2
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Day 3. Friday 17 September
Time (WIB) Time (AEST)

10am 1pm WELCOMING REMARKS
His Excellency Y Kristiarto S Legowo Indonesian Ambassador to Australia 
and Vanuatu

10.05am 1.05pm PANEL 5. HEALTH OUTCOMES IN THE LIFE COURSE
Chair: Diahhadi Setyonaluri Universitas Indonesia

Liberation for mental health
Ade W Prastyani Universitas Gadjah Mada

Maternal health: past, present and moving forward
Salut Muhidin Macquarie University
Jerico Pardosi Queensland University of Technology

Disability in Indonesia
Diana Contreras Suárez The University of Melbourne
Lisa Cameron The University of Melbourne

Q&A

11.35am 2.35pm Tea break

12.45pm 3.45pm PANEL 6. PUBLIC PROCUREMENT AND PRIVATE MARKETS: 
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF HEALTH CARE PROVISION
Chair: Hellena Souisa Australian Broadcasting Corporation

The tale of two policies: the political economy of hospitals, medical 
specialists and the role of private sector
Andreasta Meliala Universitas Gadjah Mada

Pill pushers: politics, money and the quality of medicine in Indonesia
Elizabeth Pisani, Aksari Dewi The George Institute for Global Health
Relmbuss Biljers Fanda, Amalia Hasnida Erasmus University Rotterdam

Q&A

1.45pm 4.45pm CLOSING REFLECTIONS
Chair: Firman Witoelar The Australian National University

Can the biggest health crisis in modern history trigger changes in 
Indonesia’s healthcare system?
Ines Atmosukarto Lipotek Pty Ltd and The Australian National University

2pm 5pm END OF CONFERENCE
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About the Indonesia 
Update conference
The Indonesia Update conferences are 
designed to provide comprehensive 
overviews of developments in 
Indonesia, and to present wide-ranging 
discussions on a theme of particular 
interest each year. It is the largest 
annual conference on Indonesia held 
outside Indonesia.

Important links
To enter the Conference Venue:
https://bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Zoom
Webinar ID: 885 6322 7010
Passcode 029070

To enter the Networking Venue:
https://bit.ly/
IndonesiaUpdate38Networking
Webinar ID 895 7118 2515
Passcode: 029070

LIVESTREAM through YouTube link:
https://www.youtube.com/c/
ANUIndonesiaProject/live.

Recordings and 
presentation materials
All sessions are recorded and will be 
made available on the ANU Indonesia 
Project’s YouTube Channel after the 
conference ends.   

Subject to presenters’ approval, 
presentation materials will be available 
for download from ANU Indonesia 
Project websites. Announcement 

will be made via our mailing list and 
social media when the recordings and 
materials are available.

Conference website
bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38

Sign language interpreter
Indonesian sign language interpreter is 
available during the conference.

Online networking during 
teabreaks
During tea breaks, please join us for 
online informal networking sessions at
bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Networking.

Publication
A book based from this conference will 
be published next year. Announcement 
about this will be made through the 
Indonesia Project’s websites, mailing 
list and social media.

Cerficate of 
Attendance 
Certificate of Attendance for this 
conference is available upon request 
post-conference by emailing us at 
indonesia.project@anu.edu.au with 
your registration name and affiliation.

Enquiries
Please direct all enquiries to Indonesia.
Project@anu.edu.au.

General information

https://bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Zoom
https://bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Networking
https://bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Networking
https://www.youtube.com/c/ANUIndonesiaProject/live
https://www.youtube.com/c/ANUIndonesiaProject/live
http://bit.ly/IndonesiaUpdate38Networking
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Publications and publishers

Economic dimensions of 
COVID-19 in Indonesia: 
responding to the crisis
Collectively, the chapters in this volume 
focus for the most part on the economic 
elements of COVID-19 in Indonesia. The 
volume considers both macro- and micro-
economic effects across a variety of 
dimensions, and short- and long-term 
impacts as well. It constitutes the first 
comprehensive analysis of Indonesia’s 
initial response to the crisis from an 
economic perspective.

https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg/
publication/2488

Bulletin of Indonesian 
Economic Studies
The Bulletin of Indonesian Economic 
Studies (BIES) is the leading journal on 
Indonesia’s economy and society. It aims 
to address not only economic analysis and 
policy but also the intersection between 
economics, development and area studies. 
In doing so, it plays an important role in 
helping the world to better understand 
Indonesia.

BIES is published in print by the Taylor 
Francis Group, under its Routledge 
imprint, and also at Taylor & Francis 
Online. The Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies in Jakarta publishes 
BIES for distribution in Indonesia.

ISEAS Publishing
ISEAS Publishing is the largest publisher 
of academic books that focuses on 
Southeast Asian politics, economics and 
social issues. They also co-publishes 
with academic and trade publishers in 
Asia, Europe, America and Australia to 
disseminate important research and 
analyses, including the ANU Indonesia 
Update book series.

https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg. 

ANU Press
ANU Press is Australia’s first open-access 
university press. Our authors publish peer-
reviewed research on a broad range of 
topics including Asia and Pacific studies, 
Australian politics, humanities, arts, 
Indigenous studies and science. Launched 
in 2004, ANU Press prides itself on its 
innovation in the area of open-access 
scholarship. 

https://press.anu.edu.au.

Asia Bookroom 
Asia Bookroom sells books of significance 
on Asia and the Pacific. Asia Bookroom 
also buys books, ephemera, maps, 
archives of personal or academic papers, 
photographs and other interesting works 
on paper.  As well as their regular retail 
shop they run a busy mail order business 
sending well packed parcels across the 
world. 

https://www.asiabookroom.com.

https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg/publication/2488
https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg/publication/2488
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cbie20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cbie20/current
https://csis.or.id/cart/journals/bulletin-of-indonesian-economic-studies-bies.html
https://csis.or.id/cart/journals/bulletin-of-indonesian-economic-studies-bies.html
https://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg
https://www.asiabookroom.com
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Firman Witoelar
The Australian National University

Firman Witoelar is a Fellow at the Indonesia Project, Crawford School of 
Public Policy, The Australian National University.  He received his PhD in 
Economics from Michigan State University and was a Rockefeller Post-
doctoral Fellow at the Economic Growth Center, Yale University.  Firman’s 
research interest is in the broad area of development microeconomics, 
focusing on long term consequences of socio-economic and health 
circumstances on economic outcomes and well-being over the life 
courses; the intersection of poverty, gender, and financial inclusion; survey 
design and methodology; and impact evaluations.  Since 2000, Firman 
was intimately involved with the development and implementation of the 
Indonesia Family Life Survey (IFLS) and was a Co-Principal Investigator of 
IFLS4 and IFLS5. Firman is a faculty affiliate at Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 
Action Lab (J-PAL), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and at CPC 
Learning Network, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University.
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Ariane Utomo
The University of Melbourne

Ariane Utomo is a Lecturer in Demography at the School of Geography, 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, the University of Melbourne. Her 
core research outputs examine how the dynamics of demographic and 
social change relate to attitudes to gender roles; transition to adulthood; 
women’s employment; marriage, fertility and family patterns; and the 
nature of inequalities and social stratification in Indonesia. Ariane’s 
current projects include: women and urban informal food networks 
during COVID-19 pandemic in Greater Jakarta; marriage, work, and 
transition to adulthood in precarious times in urban Indonesia; and 
ageing, health and migration in Australia. 
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Blane Lewis
The Australian National University

Blane Lewis is the Director of ANU’s Indonesia Project and the Lead 
Editor of the Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies. His research 
focuses on issues related to local public finance and political 
economy in Indonesia. Before joining ANU, Blane worked for many 
years as a policy adviser in Indonesia, mostly on intergovernmental 
fiscal relations and decentralisation

Liza Munira
The Australian National University

Syarifah Liza Munira is a Research Fellow at the Department of 
Health Services Research and Policy. She is an economist with 
interest and expertise in global health systems, immunisation 
programs, the pharmaceutical industry, and behavioural economics.

Chairs

Arianto Patunru
The Australian National University

Arianto Patunru is a fellow at the Arndt-Corden Department 
of Economics, Crawford School of Public Policy and the policy 
engagement coordinator at the Indonesia Project, the Australian 
National University. He is an editor at the Bulletin of Indonesian 
Economic Studies and has writen in many leading journals.

Greg Fealy
The Australian National University

Greg Fealy is a scholar of Indonesian politics and history, who 
specialises in Islam. He has written extensively on the politics and 
culture of major Islamic parties and organisations such as Nahdlatul 
Ulama, PKS and Hizbut Tahrir, as well as jihadist groups. He has 
a particular interest in Islamic political doctrines, Islamisation 
processes and the role of religion in democratic systems.
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Chairs

Sharyn Graham Davies
Monash University

Sharyn Davies is Director of the Herb Feith Indonesia Engagement 
Centre and Associate Professor in the School of Languages, 
Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics. Sharyn is recognised 
internationally as an expert in the field of Indonesian Studies and 
for her contributions to the study of gender, sexuality, policing, 
social media, and moral surveillance.

Hellena Souisa
Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Hellena Souisa is a multiplatform journalist at the ABC’s Asia 
Pacific Newsroom. She is also a WatchdoC documentary maker. She 
received her PhD in Mass Communication and Media Studies from 
the University of Melbourne in 2020

Kirsten Bishop
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Kirsten Bishop is the Minister-Councillor for Governance and Human 
Development at the Australian Embassy in Jakarta. Kirsten manages 
a large proportion of Australia’s development cooperation with 
Indonesia, covering, among others, human development, support 
for Indonesia’s poverty reduction programs, and humanitarian 
emergency response. 

Diahhadi Setyonaluri
Universitas Indonesia

Diahhadi Setyonaluri or Ruri is a faculty member at the Faculty 
of Economics and Business and a research fellow at Lembaga 
Demografi and Asia Research Centre Universitas Indonesia. Her 
research focuses on gender in the labour market and population 
development. She has been working as a consultant for a wide range 
of international organisations and government agencies. 
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Brian Schmidt
Vice-Chancellor and President, The Australian National University

Professor Brian P. Schmidt AC FAA FRS was appointed the 12th 
Vice-Chancellor of ANU in January 2016. Professor Schmidt is one 
of Australia’s most eminent scientists. Winner of the 2011 Nobel 
Prize in Physics, alongside many other academic awards and 
distinctions,  Professor Schmidt spent most of his academic career 
as an astrophysicist at the ANU Mount Stromlo Observatory and 
Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics before becoming 
ViceChancellor.

Professor Schmidt makes a significant contribution to public debate 
through the media, and via his membership of bodies including the Prime 
Minister’s National Science and Technology Council.
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Senator Zed Seselja
Minister for International Development and the Pacific

Senator the Hon Zed Seselja is the Senator for the Australian Capital Territory 
and was sworn in as Minister for International Development and the Pacific on 
22 December 2020.

The Minister entered the Senate in 2013 and has served as Assistant Minister 
for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs, Assistant Minister for Science, 
Jobs and Innovation, Assistant Minister for Treasury and Finance, and Assistant 
Minister for Finance, Charities & Electoral Matters in previous roles.

Prior to entering the Senate, the Minister was elected to the Australian Capital 
Territory Legislative Assembly in 2004. He served as Leader of the Opposition 
in the ACT Legislative Assembly from 2007-2013.

Minister Seselja was born in Canberra to Croatian immigrant parents, and lives 
in Canberra’s south with his wife Ros and their five children.
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Her Excellency Penny Williams
Ambassador to Indonesia

Ms Williams is a senior career officer with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and was recently Deputy Secretary 
in the Department. She has previously served overseas as High 
Commissioner to Malaysia and was Australia’s first Ambassador for 
Women and Girls. Ms Williams is Australia’s first female Ambassador 
to Indonesia.

Ms Williams is fluent in Indonesian and holds a Bachelor of Asian 
Studies (Honours) focused on Indonesia; and a Masters of Applied 
Anthropology and Participatory Development.
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His Excellency Y Kristiarto S Legowo
Indonesian Ambassador to Australia and Vanuatu

Ambassador Y. Kristiarto S. Legowo began his career as young 
Indonesian diplomat when posted to Vatican City and New York. He then 
became Director for Public Diplomacy at Ministry Foreign Affairs, and 
later was posted as Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy of Indonesia 
in Canberra.

In 2007, Ambassador Legowo served as Head of the Office of the Foreign 
Minister/Spokeperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a year 
before serving as Director for East Asian and Pacific Affairs for two 
years. From 2010-2013, Ambassador Legowo served as Ambassador of 
Indonesia to the Philippines. In 2014, Ambassador Legowo was appointed 
as Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for three years, 
before his current role as Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia for 
Australia and Vanuatu.
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The pandemic 
as opportunity:  
Jokowi’s Indonesia 
in the time of 
COVID-19

Charlotte Setijadi

In mid-2021, the second wave of the COVID-19-19 pandemic 
caused a collapse of Indonesia’s health care system. The scale 
and speed of the devastation came as a shock, especially 
after Indonesia seemingly staved off a massive outbreak for 
over a year while other lower-middle-income countries such 
as Brazil and the Philippines buckled under the COVID-19 
induced crisis. Government officials were quick to blame 
the highly contagious Delta variant of the virus. However, 
this paper argues that, not just because of the Delta variant, 
Indonesia’s COVID-19 surge was caused by an accumulation 
of flaws which included governmental incompetence, long-
standing gaps in healthcare provisions, as well as poor 
communication and denial. This paper also discusses how 
President Joko Widodo’s (Jokowi) handling of the pandemic 
over the past year shows his continuing prioritisation of 
economic development over public health. Furthermore, under 
the guise of promoting social and political stability in the time 
of a pandemic, Jokowi has also allowed for further democratic 
regression in Indonesia through laws that restrict freedom 
of speech and the further empowerment of the military 
and the intelligence in civilian life. This paper ends with an 
examination of Jokowi’s persistently high popularity rating 
and the discourses surrounding the rumoured push for a 
constitutional reform that would allow for a third-term Jokowi 
presidency.

Political 
Update
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Charlotte Setijadi
Singapore Management University

Charlotte Setijadi is an Assistant Professor of Humanities at the School of 
Social Sciences, Singapore Management University. She researches ethnic 
Chinese identity politics in Indonesia, and the transnational mobilities and 
socio-political activism of the Indonesian diaspora worldwide. Dr Setijadi’s 
research has been published in various books and journals such as the 
Journal of Contemporary China and Asian Survey. 
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Discussant

Nava Nuraniyah
The Australian National University

Nava Nuraniyah is a PhD scholar at the Department of Political and Social 
Change, ANU. Her research focuses on Islamist opposition movements in 
Indonesia. From 2015 to early 2020, she worked as an analyst at the Jakarta-
based Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict (IPAC), where she conducted 
extensive research on violent extremism, political Islam and Salafi activism 
in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. Before joining IPAC, she was an 
Associate Research Fellow at the Centre of Excellence for National Security, 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore. Nava completed a dual-Master program in International 
Relations and Diplomacy at ANU in 2013. She attended prominent pesantren 
in East Java and Yogyakarta and obtained a Bachelor degree in International 
Relations from Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta.
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The impact of 
COVID-19 
pandemic on 
poverty and 
inequality in 
Indonesia

Asep Suryahadi, Athia Yumna, Ridho Al Izzati

COVID-19 continues to become the largest challenge for 
Indonesia in 2021. After initially tapering off, COVID-19 
infection rate has escalated to a new high starting in June. 
The daily new positive cases reached over 56,000 in the 
mid of July. As a response, the government has introduced 
stricter activity restrictions (PPKM Darurat/Level 4). At the 
same time, the government tries to enhance the COVID-19 
vaccination rate. By the end of July, around 7 per cent of 
the population had been vaccinated twice. There was an 
improvement in the economy in the first half of 2021. In the 
first quarter, the economy contracted by 0.74 per cent, a 
continuous improvement from the previous three quarters. In 
the second quarter, economic growth jumped to 7.07 per cent, 
signalling a recovery. The balance of payments is in surplus 
by USD 4.1 billion in the first quarter of 2021, an improvement 
after a deficit of USD 0.2 billion in the last quarter of 2020. 
Meanwhile, the exchange rate weakens during the first 
semester, falling from around Rp 14,050 per USD at the end 
of January to around Rp 14,435 per USD at the end of June. 
The escalation of COVID-19 infections and the stricter activity 
restrictions have put pressure on the economy, lowering the 
expectation of the economic performance in the second half 
of 2021. To mitigate the social and economic impact, the 
government has re-expanded the existing social protection 
programs.

Economic 
Update
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Asep Suryahadi
The SMERU Research Institute

Asep Suryahadi is a Senior Research Fellow at The SMERU Research 
Institute in Jakarta, Indonesia. Previously, he was the director of the 
institute from 2009 to 2019 and the deputy director of research from 
2003 to 2009. He is a visiting researcher at Bank Indonesia Institute 
since 2020. He currently serves as a member of the Editorial Board of 
the Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies and the Advisory Board of 
Indonesia Project, both at The Australian National University. He is a 
member of the Statistical Society Forum (Forum Masyarakat Statistik), 
the advisory body of Statistics Indonesia (Badan Pusat Statistik), since 
2019. Asep is an author of numerous articles on various economic 
development issues in Indonesia, which have been published in, among 
others, Journal of Development Economics, World Development, Economic 
Development and Cultural Change, and Journal of Economic Behavior 
and Organization. He holds a doctorate degree in economics from The 
Australian National University. 
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Athia Yumna
SMERU Research Institute

Athia Yumna is a Senior Researcher and the 
Deputy Director of Research and Outreach 
at The SMERU Research Institute in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. She has more than 12 years of 
experience working in the development sector 
and conducting applied economic research 
in the areas of poverty, inequality, social 
protection, health economics, and development 
economics. Her work has been published in 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 
Health Policy and Planning, Health Economics, 
and Food and Nutrition Bulletin. Some of her 
articles were published in books by ISEAS, 
Palgrave Macmillan, Anthem Press, Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), and Edward Elgar. 
Athia holds a Master degree in economics 
from the University of Warwick, England, and a 
Bachelor degree in economics from Universitas 
Gadjah Mada. 

Ridho Al Izzati
SMERU Research Institute

Ridho Al Izzati is a researcher at The SMERU 
Research Institute in Jakarta, Indonesia. He has 
worked for five years at SMERU, specializing 
in quantitative analysis of development issues. 
His current research projects are related 
but not limited to poverty, inequality, social 
protection, and other economic development 
issues. Some of his work has been published 
in the Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies 
and Journal of Southeast Asian Economies. Ridho 
holds a degree in economics from Universitas 
Padjadjaran in Indonesia. 
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Discussant

James Villafuerte
Asian Development Bank

James Villafuerte is a senior economist at the Southeast Asia Regional 
Department (SERD). He conducts research on economics and regional 
cooperation issues in Southeast Asia, and also leads the SERD Policy 
Network of economists. He regularly writes economic outlook and risk 
assessment for Southeast Asia, and also examine its medium-term 
macroeconomic outlook, policy, and development issues—including 
COVID-19 economic recovery, global value chain participation, green 
economy, among others. His advisory and research expertise also cover 
economic modelling, financial integration, macroeconomic surveillance, 
and early warning systems. Prior to joining ADB, he was an economist at 
the World Bank and senior economist at the Department of Treasury and 
Finance in Victoria, Australia. 
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Post 
pandemic 
trajectory 
of health 
reforms

Laksono Trisnantoro

The COVID-19 pandemic has a devastating impact on the 
Indonesian economy and the health system. The GDP 
contracted for the first time in two decades, and the health 
system is at the risk of collapsing. Before the pandemic, the 
health system had already been underfunded and suffered 
from problems of financial sustainability and inequity. 
Human resources for health are not evenly distributed and 
there is a high dependency on imported vaccines, drugs, 
and medical devices. There are gaps in primary care and the 
health surveillance system. The pandemic has compelled the 
Government of Indonesia to expand the budget in the health 
sector to address the COVID-19 pandemic while sustaining 
the finance of welfare programs and infrastructure, resulting 
in a projected deficit of the central government’s 2022 
budget of as much as 4.85 per cent of GDP. The Government 
of Indonesia plans a health system reform that entails a 
reprioritization which covers the increased community 
needs attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic, keeping the 
universal health coverage, and sustaining essential health 
programs. This reform consists of some pillars: primary 
health strengthening, improving the curative program 
system including drug and medical devices, strengthening 
resilience of the health system, supported by sustainable and 
equitable health financing, digital transformation, and human 
resources.

Panel 1.

Health system 
reforms
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Laksono Trisnantoro
Universitas Gadjah Mada and the Indonesian Ministry of Health

Laksono Trisnantoro is a Professor in Health Policy and Administration 
and former Head of the newly established Department of Health Policy 
and Management at the Faculty of Medicine, Public Health and Nursing, 
Universitas Gadjah Mada.

He obtained his MD from Universitas Gadjah Mada in 1987, and Master 
of Science in Health Economics, in the Department of Economics and 
Related Studies, University of York, UK. His PhD is from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in 1993. His main interest is 
in health policy and administration, especially health service industry 
and decentralisation, equity, and disaster management. He serves as 
a consultant for the Minister of Health (MoH) and local governments 
for many years. Currently MoH appointed him as the Minister of Health 
Special Staff for Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Industry Resilience. 
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The changing 
role of the state 
in health policy: 
a comparative 
perspective

Azad Singh Bali

The COVID-19 pandemic has tested the mettle of 
governments across the globe and has thrown 
entrenched fault lines within health systems into sharper 
relief. In response to the outbreak of the pandemic, 
governments scrambled to meet exponential growth 
in demand and bridge gaps in health systems. The 
objective of this paper is to understand the nature and 
extent of the changes in health care systems triggered 
by the COVID-19 crisis in Southeast Asia.  The paper 
examines changes in the role of governments in (i) 
provision of services; (ii) financing health services; and 
(iii) regulating private providers and insurers. The paper 
highlights trends and trajectories in these aspects as 
a result of the changes precipitated by the pandemic. 
It will argue that while the pandemic has accelerated 
changes already underway before the crisis, it has made 
little headway in clearing paths for other necessary but 
stalled reforms.
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Azad Singh Bali
The Australian National University

Azad Singh Bali is a Senior Lecturer in Public Policy at ANU and holds 
a joint appointment at the Crawford School of Public Policy and the 
School of Politics and International Relations. His research interests 
lie at the intersection of comparative public policy and health policy 
in Asia. Some of this research has been published in Social Policy & 
Administration, Public Policy & Administration, International Review of 
Administrative Sciences,  and Policy Sciences. His most recent book is 
Health Policy in Asia: A Policy Design Approach (with M Ramesh, CUP). 
Prior to the ANU, Bali held fellowships at the University of Melbourne 
and Murdoch University. 
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Navigating 
access to 
healthcare in 
Indonesia: a 
socio-structural 
analysis

I Nyoman Sutarsa

The inequitable access to essential health services are 
not random, but rather a systemic process mediated by 
institutional arrangements, political determinants of health 
and the ways society are organised. With the emergence 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the interconnected systemic 
risks affecting people’s access to healthcare are becoming 
more visible than before: inequities in wealth, lack of social 
protection, unfair employment structure, food insecurity, 
financial crisis, health infrastructure and governance, and 
socio-cultural processes. Ensuring access to affordable 
and comprehensive health services, therefore, requires 
interventions beyond the individual-level to include these 
inter-related structural and political determinants of health. 
Designing new institutions and mechanisms to address 
the structural causes of access inequities requires critical 
examination of how problems and their solutions are framed. 
Inequitable access to health services must be dissected 
from multiple lenses: human rights, gender, socio-cultural 
processes, political economy, and health system. With clear 
articulation from diverse perspectives, health leaders and 
policy makers are more likely to make better decisions 
for promoting universal access to health services and the 
wellbeing of the population. The pandemic presents an 
opportunity for Indonesia, as a collective identity, to formulate 
transformation strategies that promote social justice, 
protection and accountability.
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I Nyoman Sutarsa
The Australian National University

I Nyoman Sutarsa is a lecturer at the Rural Clinical School, Medical 
School, The Australian National University and the Department of Public 
Health and Preventive Medicine Universitas Udayana, Indonesia. He is 
a public health physician, with extensive work experiences across the 
academia, government and non-government institutions. He graduated 
as a medical doctor from Universitas Udayana, he received a Master of 
Public Health from La Trobe University and a PhD from The Australian 
National University. His core expertise is public health and health 
systems, particularly the social and political dimensions of health 
system practices. He holds current and past consultancies with various 
organisations, such as Avenir Health, VECO Indonesia, Ford Foundation, 
AusAID, WHO, and Ministry of Health of Indonesia. He was awarded the 
Australian Development Scholarship (2011), the Australian Leadership 
Award (2014), the Indonesia Presidential Scholarship Award (2015), and the 
Joint Colleges of Science Award for Excellence in Education, ANU (2018). 
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Eliminating dengue 
in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia: lessons 
learned from 
public health 
innovations

Adi Utarini

The World Mosquito Program (WMP; formerly Eliminate 
Dengue Program) is an international research collaboration 
aiming to use Wolbachia to eliminate arboviral disease 
transmission by Ae. aegypti mosquitoes. We present 
the research project in Yogyakarta (WMP Yogyakarta), a 
collaboration between Monash University, Universitas Gadjah 
Mada and Tahija Foundation. The presence of Wolbachia 
as public health interventions works to severely reduce the 
vectorial capacity of Ae. aegypti mosquito populations to 
transmit arboviral infections between humans. In the field, 
the main intervention entails deploying mosquito eggs via 
fortnightly releases over 9-14 rounds. With strong support 
from the community and local stakeholders, the cluster 
Randomised Control Trial in Yogyakarta has successfully 
demonstrated a 77.1 per cent reduction of dengue incidence 
and 86.2 per cent fewer hospitalisations due to dengue. 
Conducting a long, breakthrough public health research 
provides rich and challenging experiences, such as in 
understanding the regulatory landscape, building a multi 
level policy dialogue, working with the media, and community 
engagement. Moving forward, we hope that the new evidence 
of efficacy of Wolbachia will strengthen the dengue control 
program in Indonesia and globally.
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Adi Utarini
Universitas Gadjah Mada and World Mosquito Program

Professor Adi Utarini graduated from the Faculty of Medicine at Universitas Gadjah 
Mada (UGM) and completed her master degrees in Maternal and Child Health from the 
University of College London in 1994 (British Council Awards), Master of Public Health 
in 1998 (STINT Awards), and Doctor of Philosophy from Umea University Sweden in 
2002 (STINT and TDR Awards). In 2011, she was awarded a Professor in Public Health 
at the Department of Health Policy and Management, Faculty of Medicine, UGM. Her 
research focuses on management of disease control (dengue control, tuberculosis, and 
malaria control) and quality of care. Since 2013, she has been leading the World Mosquito 
Program in Yogyakarta, a project applying Wolbachia Aedes Aegypti intervention to 
reduce dengue cases in Yogyakarta, funded by Tahija Foundation. She provides the overall 
leadership in all aspects of planning and implementation of the research as well as the 
stakeholder management, and for this role she received a Habibie Research Award in 
2019, Nature’s 10: ten people who helped shape science in 2020, and 10 Inspiring Women 
by Forbes Indonesia in 2021. Currently she is leading the national consultant team for 
developing the national strategy for dengue control. In parallel with her academic work, 
she still is an active pianist, tennis table player and cyclist. 
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Transformed primary 
health care in 
COVID-19 response: 
the case of PUSPA 
intervention in West 
Java, Indonesia

Diah Satyani Saminarsih

The COVID-19 pandemic has proven to be a pivoting point for the 
world. We had never thought such destruction was possible, until 
it happened wildly and profusely. In addition to COVID-19 illness 
and deaths, the pandemic also disrupted essential service and 
has pushed 2.76 million more Indonesians into poverty. We argue 
that Indonesia’s COVID-19 response is too hospital centric: it does 
not take full advantage of the Primary Health Care (PHC) as the 
foundation of a strong national health system which drives its 
response based on community readiness and resilience.  Substantial 
evidence has shown comprehensive PHC transformation and 
implementation is the cornerstone of a sustainable health system to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, ensure universal health 
care and present an affordable pathway out of the pandemic.

This paper discusses how transformation of PHC as detailed in the 
SDG 3 Global Action Plan of Health Lives and Well-Being, when 
implemented comprehensively, can achieve optimum impact at the 
country-level. PUSPA intervention in West Java showcases PHC 
as the health system’s foundation in health emergency settings.  
Reaching out to 7.2 million people; 500 multi-disciplinary and 
early-career health workforce were deployed to 100 Puskesmas in 
12 regions in West Java as a taskforce of the provincial government 
assigned to help blunt the ongoing impact of the pandemic on 
health and wellbeing. The teams’ overall objective is to push for PHC 
transformation through sustained interventions at community and 
health facilities. Impact evaluations of this program by independent 
external evaluators have yet to be conducted, but our findings 
show that within 3 months of intervention, there were significant 
changes in testing capacity: 77 out of 100 Puskesmas achieved 
2.3 tests/1000 people per week, 86.9 per cent positive cases were 
traced within 72 hours, and 81,4 per cent cases conducted isolation 
with supervision, all above the national level.
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Diah Satyani Saminarsih
World Health Organisation and CISDI

Diah Satyani Saminarsih is an Indonesian psychologist and public health 
practitioner and expert with over 20 years of professional experience. From 
January 2018, she serves as Senior Advisor on Gender and Youth to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) Director General in the WHO Headquarter in Geneva. 
She served in as a Special Advisor to the Indonesian Minister of Health in the 
area of Partnership and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from 2014-2018. 
She led the overall design of Ministry of Health’s global health involvement, 
chaired the National Health SDGs Secretariat and joined the leadership team 
and Steering Committee for Indonesia’s Global Health Security Team. 

Diah switched from corporate restructuring to public sector reforms when 
she joined the Office of President’s Special Envoy for Millenium Development 
Goals in 2010. A trained psychologist, she implements and designs methods 
for behavioral science to reshape the approaches and strategic initiatives for 
public policies. She was involved in the negotiation process of the Open Working 
Group on SDGs and Inter-Government negotiation of SDGs.
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Health data 
quality 
and 
implications

Terry Hull

In the historical effort to understand disease and death, 
doctors and governments have developed a wide variety 
of means to measure and analyse human experiences 
of health challenges. The Indonesian story of health 
data reaches back to the late Nineteenth Century and 
charts remarkable innovations throughout the Twentieth 
Century. In this Update we need to keep the history in the 
background as we reflect on reasons for recent declines 
in health data quality and assess the  human rights, 
gender, socio-cultural processes, political economy, 
and health system. Two themes stand out. Bureaucratic 
resistance to open data dissemination has grown over 
the last decade. The complex structure of data collection 
built up by Statistics Indonesia, the Health Department 
and the Ministry of Home Affairs has been shaken and, 
in some ways, destroyed since March 2020 by the social 
impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic. We are left with a 
stark question: Will Indonesian health and population 
data be crippled by long Covid, or can it recover quickly? 
If there is an optimistic recovery, we still face the 
challenge of building greater public accessibility of 
public data.
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Terry Hull
The Australian National University

Terence (Terry) Hull is Emeritus Professor of Demography at The 
Australian National University. He was President of the Asian Population 
Association for the period 2013-2015 and from 2015-2018 serves on the 
APA Council as the Immediate Past President. Since 2001 he has been 
on the International Steering Committee of the biennial Asia Pacific 
Conference on Reproductive and Sexual Health and Rights. 

Before retirement in 2013 he was Professor of Demography in the 
Australian Demographic and Social Research Institute (ADSRI -- now the 
School of Demography) and Adjunct Professor of the National Centre 
for Epidemiology and Population Health (NCEPH). In the latter position, 
he held the JC Caldwell Chair in Population, Health and Development. 
In his position as Emeritus Professor he is attached to the School of 
Demography in the Research School of Social Sciences, ANU College of 
Arts and Social Sciences.



37 2021 Indonesia Update ANU Indonesia Project

Challenges 
and realities of 
COVID-19 data 
quality: 18 months 
of pandemic in 
Indonesia

Iqbal Elyazar, Irma Hidayana, Lenny L Ekawati, Ahmad Arif, 
Ahmad Nurhasim

Eighteen months into the pandemic,  Indonesia is suffering from 
the second wave of COVID-19. In July 2021, thousands of severely 
ill people requiring immediate care were refused by hospitals 
due to over-capacity. Almost 3,000 people died before receiving 
their first medical aid. This paper chronicles the pandemic by 
focusing on how data plays a critical and underappreciated role in 
pandemic management and mismanagement. Data transparency 
and accountability,  imperative to prevent and control the spread of 
the SARS-CoV-19, have been lacking, despite relentless advocacy 
to encourage the central and local governments to open the crucial 
data on testing, tracing, treatment, and deaths.   Our examination of 
the government websites revealed the majority of them published 
insufficient COVID-19-related data, in forms that are impractical 
for further epidemiological analysis, and with poor visualisations. 
In some, deaths are not reported using the uniform definition 
recommended by the World Health Organisation for surveillance 
purposes. We argue for the critical need for a more robust and 
conscientious method in collecting death data digitally, including to 
ensure that all-cause deaths and excess mortality are counted as 
measures of pandemic severity.  Mortality data is an essential tool 
to assess intervention effectiveness, and  the lack of transparency 
distorts the public’s perception of risks. This paper discusses 
the COVID-19 data management practices and offers lessons for 
tackling present and upcoming pandemics.
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Iqbal Elyazar
Eijkman Institute 

Iqbal earned a Bachelor of Science in Statistics from IPB University, 
Master of Public Health in Health Informatics from Universitas Indonesia, 
and Doctor of Philosphy in Malaria Disease Mapping from Oxford 
University. He has been focusing on biostatistics, disease surveillance, 
spatial epidemiology and malaria elimination strategies in the last 17 years. 
He received a Wellcome Trust Fellowship of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine in 2012. He aims to develop a quantitative framework for human 
mobility and assess the feasibility of eliminating malaria in Indonesia. 
The work will prioritise three areas: using mobile phone data to explore 
the patterns of human movement across the archipelago; determining the 
likely sources, risks and number of imported malaria cases; and mapping 
the operational feasibility of and constraints on malaria elimination. This 
research will be essential for comprehensively improving the national 
evidence-based malaria control strategies to reach the pre-elimination 
stage by 2020 and to be free of malaria in 2030.
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Irma Hidayana
LaporCOVID 

Irma Hidayana is an independent public health consultant 
and activist. In early March 2020, she co-initiated 
LaporCOVID-19, a citizen-led data science project using 
an open-source platform that allows people to report 
COVID-19-related data. The platform fights for COVID-19 
data transparency. In early January 2021 she was included 
to speak about COVID-19 issues with other global leaders 
in Reuters Next 2021 summits representing Indonesia.

Dr Hidayana graduated from Columbia University with 
a doctorate degree in health and behaviour studies. Her 
focus is on the impact of the baby food industry on health; 
conflict of interest in public health; and public health and 
human rights. She was involved in several programs with 
UNICEF in New York and in Indonesia.

Lenny L Ekawati
Eijkman Institute and University of Oxford 

Lenny earned Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
Master of Public Health in Health Informatics. She 
is a lead investigator for community-based survey 
of treatment-seeking behaviour at malaria endemic 
districts in Indonesia. She is a consultant for external 
quality assurance for malaria microscopists and 
parasitological-based laboratory assessment, focuses on 
survey-based epidemiology in malaria endemic areas in 
Eastern part of Indonesia. Her research interests include 
epidemiology, health system, diagnosis, treatment, 
health anthropological studies and quality assurance. 
She was awarded Small Research Grants from the Asia 
Pacific Malaria Elimination Network, Flexible Small 
Grant from Wellcome Trust - Institutional Strategic 
Support Fund (WT-ISSF), WT-ISSF Grant for Research 
Public Engagement, and Non-academic training grant 
support for advanced epidemiology short course.
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Ahmad Nurhasim
The Conversation 

Prior to working at The Conversation, 
Nurhasim was the editor of science, 
technology, and the environment at Tempo. 
He has covered human rights, law, corruption, 
education and tobacco control issues. 
Nurhasim completed his undergraduate 
education at Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan 
Kalijaga Yogyakarta and Master degree 
from Institut Teknologi Bandung. Nurhasim’s 
work was awarded the best coverage of 
children’s issues from UNICEF (2007). He 
served as Chairman of the Jakarta Alliance of 
Independent Journalists (AJI) for the 2015-
2018 period.

Ahmad Arif
LaporCOVID 

Ahmad Arif is currently the co-initiator 
and co-lead of LaporCOVI-19, a citizen led 
COVID-19 data reporting platform.

Ahmad Arief is a Kompas reporter and editor 
since 2003. He is one of Indonesia’s leading 
disaster reporters. He stayed in Aceh on 
Sumatra from 2004 to 2007, reporting on 
the Sumatra earthquake and tsunami. From 
2011 to 2012, he travelled around Indonesia 
as part of a Kompas project on what effects 
records and tales of past disasters had 
on the actions people take. He is also the 
author of several books including Jurnalisme 
Bencana.
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Impact of COVID-19 
on maternal 
and child health 
programs: a 
case study for 
strengthening the 
health system

Tiara Marthias and Yodi Mahendradhata

The response to the COVID-19 pandemic has inadvertently 
undermined the achievement of existing public health 
priorities, including maternal, neonatal and child health 
(MNCH) programs. We assessed the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on key MNCH services in Indonesia and explored 
contextual factors influencing the capacity of the health 
system to cope with population health needs. Using routine 
data from 2018-2021, we found a notable reduction in the 
utilisation of basic essential MNCH services, including 
antenatal care, skilled birth attendance, facility-based 
delivery, neonatal care, child immunisation and child 
development monitoring services during the pandemic. This 
reduction is due to several factors. First is the implementation 
of mobility restriction and fear of contracting the virus has 
hindered people from accessing MNCH services; second 
was the programmatic shift of focus towards managing the 
pandemic that was detrimental to other essential health 
services; and third, health resource constraints. Given the 
recurrent pandemic waves, there is a need to integrate 
COVID-19 mitigation plans with standard care provision to 
improve health systems resilience in the context of Indonesia. 
We also provide contextualised mitigation plans to maintain 
MNCH services during the pandemic to ensure equitable 
MNCH improvement in Indonesia.
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Tiara Marthias
Universitas Gadjah Mada 

Dr Tiara Marthias is a health systems researcher at the Faculty of Medicine, Public 
Health and Nursing, Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM). Tiara completed her training as 
a medical doctor at UGM and obtained her Master and Doctorate degrees in Public 
Health from the University of Melbourne. She co-leads the Health Service Policy and 
Management unit at the Faculty of Medicine, Public Health and Nursing, UGM. Tiara has 
also been part of the development team of several international-level courses, including 
on health systems strengthening for lower and middle income countries and a global 
perspective course on COVID-19. She also serves as the co-convenor in the Early Career 
Researcher-Special Interest Group, which is part of the International Health Economics 
Association. Her research interests include health systems and policy analyses related 
to equity in the utilisation of reproductive, maternal and neonatal and health (RMNCH) 
services, evidence-based planning and budgeting for RMNCH, health financing as 
well as health programs evaluation. She has contributed to the development of policies 
relating to RMNCH financing systems in Indonesia and is the lead consultant for the 
development of the national strategy for adolescent wellbeing. Tiara has authored and 
co-authored peer-reviewed articles published in reputable international journals. Tiara 
has been elected as the Equity Initiative Fellow in Southeast Asia since 2018, a part of 
the Atlantic Fellowship programs based in Oxford.



43In sickness and in health: diagnosing Indonesia Conference program

Yodi Mahendradhata
Universitas Gadjah Mada 

Dr Yodi Mahendradhata is currently the Vice Dean for Research and 
Development, Faculty of Medicine, Public Health and Nursing, Universitas 
Gadjah Mada, Indonesia. He is a medical doctor by training, and he obtained 
a Master degree in International Health from the Institute of Tropical 
Medicine, Charite Medical Faculty, Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany. Dr 
Mahendradhata completed his Doctorate in Medical Science at the Institute of 
Tropical Medicine and Ghent University, Belgium. He is also currently leading the 
South East Asia Regional Training Center for Health Research supported by TDR. 
He had led developments of a national strategy for implementation research, a 
national strategy for tuberculosis control and country proposals to the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, tuberculosis and Malaria. His research interests are in 
global health, implementation science, disease control, health policy and health 
program management. Dr Mahendradhata was an Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation visiting scholar at the Institute of Public Health, Heidelberg 
University, Germany. He has authored, and co-authored numerous peer-reviewed 
articles published in reputable international journals. He has been awarded the 
Scopus Young Scientist Award by the United Nations University, Elsevier and 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. Dr Mahendradhata has been elected as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society for Public Health since 2018.
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The right to health 
and the politics 
of health policy in 
post-New Order 
Indonesia

Andrew Rosser and Luky Djani

Since the fall of the New Order, Indonesia’s political 
elites have given greater recognition to the right to 
health in law and introduced policies and programs 
that have sought to promote this right in various ways. 
However, this shift towards a more rights-based 
approach has occurred unevenly across health policy 
issues. This paper seeks to shed light on this pattern of 
reform by examining the political dynamics that have 
shaped health policy since 1998. We argue that the 
overall shift towards a more rights-based approach 
has reflected the shift in power that accompanied 
the fall of the New Order away from predatory elites 
towards technocratic, progressive, populist, and 
popular elements. At the same time, the ability of 
predatory elites to maintain—and recently reassert—
their political dominance has imposed constraints on 
the extent of such change. Drawing on an analysis of 
three health policy case studies, we argue that the 
fate of rights-oriented reforms in specific areas has 
depended on the extent to which they have i) threatened 
predatory interests and ii) attracted support from 
popular and populist elements. It remains to be seen 
whether COVID-19 will have an impact on this political 
configuration and its implications for health policy.
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Andrew Rosser
The University of Melbourne 

Andrew Rosser is Professor of Southeast Asian Studies and Deputy Director 
of the Asia Institute at the University of Melbourne. His research examines 
issues to do with the political economy of development focusing in particular on 
Indonesia. These issues include human (especially social) rights, the resource 
curse, state-building, corporate governance, corporate social responsibility, 
democratisation, diaspora engagement, and aid effectiveness. His previous 
work on health politics in Indonesia includes Litigating the Right to Health: 
Courts, Politics and Justice in Indonesia (Honolulu: East West Center, 2017); 
‘Realising Free Health Care for the Poor in Indonesia: The Politics of Illegal 
Fees,” Journal of Contemporary Asia, 42 (2), 2012; and ‘Contesting Tobacco-
Control Policy in Indonesia”, Critical Asian Studies, 47 (1), 2015.  His work on 
health politics has been funded through grants from the Australian Research 
Council, AusAID/DFAT, and the Developmental Leadership Program.



46In sickness and in health: diagnosing Indonesia Conference program

Luky Djani
Universitas Pembangunan Nasional Veteran 

Luky Djani is a Lecturer in the Political Science Department at Universitas 
Pembangunan Nasional Veteran Jakarta, Jakarta and a Secretary to a 
Member of the Presidential Advisory Council. He has published numerous 
papers on Indonesia’s political economy with a focus on issues to do with 
corruption and social democracy. His previous work on health politics in 
Indonesia includes ‘Claiming a Welfare State: Universal Health Insurance 
and the Labour Movement. Case Study of Jamkes Watch in Bekasi, West 
Java, Indonesia’ (with M. Didit Saleh and Putut Aryo Saputro) in Wawan 
Mas’udi and Cornelis Lay (eds), The Politics of Welfare: Contested Welfare 
Regime in Indonesia, Jakarta: Pustaka Obor Foundation in cooperation 
with PolGov Fisipol UGM and University of Oslo; and Reformasi Sistem 
Perlindungan Sosial: Menuju Rezim Kesejahteraan Pemberdayaan-Produktif 
(with several others), Jakarta: Dewan Pertimbangan Presiden, 2021.
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Liberation 
for mental health

Ade W Prastyani

The field of mental health care in the Indonesian archipelago 
is one that evolves over time. Since the turn of the century, 
with the consolidation of mental health actors in the wake of 
Aceh’s tsunami disaster and the momentum of Gerakan Bebas 
Pasung (Free from Restraint Movement), the movement led to 
the 2014 Mental Health Law ratification. The Mental Health 
Law mandates improvement in the provision of treatment and 
care for populations with mental health needs, but progress 
has been slower than hoped. Under this law, while legally 
there is a recognition of faith-based actors and institutions 
in the mental health system, prevailing faith-based healing 
has been seen in a problematic light by mental health 
practitioners. 

In this piece, I reflect on my involvement in “Together for 
Mental Health”, a multi-country research project which aims 
to explore attempts of collaboration between formal health 
professionals and actors/institutions which perform faith-
based healing, as a lens to explore how far mental health 
care in the country has evolved. Grounded on an ethnographic 
vignette of an interaction between a Catholic priest and the 
local mental health care workers during a home visit activity 
to a patient living with mental illness who was put in pasung 
(physical restraint) in rural Flores, I will analyse an example of 
the journey in seeking and providing care for someone with 
mental health care needs in limited resource setting. I will 
also contextualise this ethnographic observation within the 
contemporary development of mental health awareness in 
Indonesia, which is also driven by grass-root groups of mental 
health care practitioners and consumers. Throughout, I will 
seek to answer how these phenomena are positioned within 
the discourse of global mental health.
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Ade W Prastyani
Universitas Gadjah Mada

Ade Widyati Prastyani received her medical degree from Universitas Indonesia 
in 2010, after which she practiced as a GP in a rural Community Health Centre 
in South Sulawesi until 2012. She completed her postgraduate degree at The 
Australian National University in Culture, Health and Medicine, in which she wrote 
her Master’s thesis on the topic of independently-practicing nurses and primary 
care. Since then she has been involved in a range of research project on human 
resources in health, tobacco control and mental health. For the latter, she was 
a research fellow for Together for Mental Health Indonesia, led by Dr Erminia 
Colucci at Middlesex University London (Principal Investigator) and Dr Diana 
Setiyawati at the Center for Public Mental Health, Universitas Gadjah Mada (lead 
on the Indonesian research).

Her expanding interest in critical public health and global health inequity has also 
been influenced by her experience working with the Centre for Health Research 
of the Faculty of Public Health Universitas Indonesia and the Health Work Group 
of the National Team for the Acceleration of Poverty Reduction. Currently she 
is also working with the World Bank to provide technical support and advisory 
service for the social action plans in the Bank’s support for Indonesia’s COVID-19 
vaccination program.



49 2021 Indonesia Update ANU Indonesia Project

Maternal 
health: past, 
present 
and moving 
forward

Salut Muhidin and Jerico Pardosi

Maternal health refers to  the health of women 
during pregnancy, childbirth and the postnatal 
period. These are the most important stages during 
the parenthood experience. It is not surprising that 
many programs related to maternal health have been 
widely implemented in many countries. In Indonesia, 
although important progress has been made in the last 
two decades, some concerns such as high maternal 
mortality rates continue to persist as a key public health 
challenge. s. This paper attempts to understand the ways 
in which maternal health in Indonesia has changed over 
time and to identify its potential trends in the future. 
Our paper focuses on three main concerns: (a) the trends 
of maternal mortality and its determinants; (b) the 
utilisation of maternal health service and its quality, and 
(c) the health coverage on maternal health. The analysis 
considers regional variation and the link to the broader 
socioeconomic development patterns. A case study on 
three issues of delay  in maternal health care: (i) the 
decision to seek care, (ii) arrival at a health facility; and 
(iii) the provision of adequate care; will be presented 
based on our latest empirical studies in the province of 
Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT).
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Salut Muhidin
Macquarie University

Dr Salut Muhidin is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Management, 
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. He has been involved in both 
research and teaching roles, especially on the study of population health and 
population mobility issues and its consequences in different settings such as 
Asia (Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Iran), West Africa (Burkina Faso and Ghana) and 
Australia. Related with maternal health, Dr Muhidin’s most recent works focus 
on the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic to the maternal health, and also on the 
community engagement in reducing maternal and child mortality through 2H2 
system in NTT Province, Indonesia and the evaluation of “Revolusi KIA” health 
program on health facility birth in the same region.
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Jerico Pardosi
Queensland University of Technology

Dr Jerico Pardosi is a Lecturer at the School of Public Health and Social Work, 
Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia. He has been 
teaching International Health, Health Promotion, Rural Health and Research 
Methods in Health in the last five years. He has long-standing experience working 
on collaborative research projects focused on developing adolescent health 
integrated health intervention, reconstructing women’s reproductive health rights, 
needs and services in rural Alor region and postnatal danger signs in Indonesia 
with National Institute of Health Research and Development, Ministry of Health, 
local government agencies and education institutions. Dr Pardosi’s research 
interests include maternal and child health, sexual and reproductive health, social 
perspectives on community health, and health services.
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Disability 
in Indonesia

Diana Contreras Suárez and Lisa Cameron

Disability in Indonesia affects around 13 per cent of 
Indonesian families with about 10 million of people 
experiencing a disability. Disability is more prevalent 
in rural areas and among the elderly and does not vary 
markedly by gender. Although various aids can be used 
to reduce the effect of disabilities on daily living, the 
majority of people with a disability do not use such aids 
(e.g. hearing aids, walking aids etc.). Accidents and 
health issues are the main causes of disability. In this 
presentation we explore the differences that disability 
has on individuals in terms of health, employment, and 
access to services in comparison to individuals without 
a disability. We also present some analysis on how this 
has changed overtime and the role that access to health 
insurance has played. People with disabilities have lower 
education attainment, worse health, fewer economic 
opportunities, and less access to public services than 
their non-disability counterparts. The households of 
people with disabilities have lower monthly expenditure 
per capita, with female-headed households being 
particularly vulnerable. Information and training for 
people with disabilities and their families from early 
in life and access to adequate care, services and 
opportunities are likely to improve the wellbeing of 
people with disabilities and their families.

Panel 5.

Health 
outcomes in 
the life course
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Diana Contreras Suárez
The University of Melbourne

Dr Diana Contreras Suaráz is a Senior Research Fellow at the Melbourne Institute: 
Applied Economic & Social research at the University of Melbourne. As an applied 
development economist, she uses statistics to understand the determinants of 
people’s health, education and work and to evaluate the effect of welfare and 
social policies with special focus for people in disadvantage. Her work covers 
the fields of cash transfers, child development, family and maternal health, 
gender inequality and disability which have been developed in conjunction 
with the governments of Australia, Indonesia and Colombia. She has also work 
with multilateral agencies like The World Bank and with World Vision Australia. 
Dr Contreras Suaráz is an active member of the Australian Society of Health 
Economics, the Centre for Development Economics and Sustainability and the 
Global Labor Organization. Her research has been published in journals such 
as Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of Population Economics, 
World Development, and Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies.
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Lisa Cameron
The University of Melbourne

Professor Lisa Cameron is the Disadvantage and Wellbeing in the Asia-
Pacific Program Director at the Melbourne Institute at the University of 
Melbourne. Her research focuses on issues of social welfare and poverty, 
in Australia and throughout Asia. She is particularly interested in the 
welfare of disadvantaged and marginalised groups. Her work in this area 
includes analyses of poverty and wellbeing in Australia and Asia, economic 
development in Asia, evaluations of social welfare programs and gender 
inequality. She is an Affiliated Professor of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology’s Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) and a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Social Sciences.
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The tale of two policies: 
political economy of 
hospitals, medical 
specialists and the role 
of private sector

Andreasta Meliala

Indonesia has been facing a disparity in health services for 
years. The dynamics of healthcare services in Indonesia 
generally follow the market rule, in which highly populated 
areas are likely to have a wide range of clinical services across 
different levels of care. In medical specialist services, which 
are provided in a high level of hospital care, the disparity is 
more obvious.  To tackle the disparity issue, two policy options 
are available. The first is to increase the number of the health 
workforce and to strengthen the health institutions in terms 
of structure and capacity, particularly in the low resource 
setting. This requires policy to produce more human resources, 
mainly medical doctors and medical specialists to be deployed 
in needy areas. The second option is to bring in the private 
sector to work together with the public sector within the 
health system to serve the people. This paper discusses how 
the combination of these two policies in Indonesia have yet 
to provide the solution to the disparity of services and looks 
at an important contradiction shaping the supply of medical 
specialists. On one hand, the government encourages foreign 
and private domestic investment to contribute to health care 
services. On the other hand, the lack of medical specialists 
- the most important profession to address the disparity in 
access to secondary care and beyond - continues to occur 
and is likely shaped by policies governing the production and 
distribution of medical specialists.

Panel 6.

Public 
procurement 
and private 
markets: 
the political 
economy of 
health care 
provisions
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Andreasta Meliala
Universitas Gadjah Mada

Andreasta Meliala is a medical practitioner and works in primary health 
care. He graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, Universitas Gadjah Mada 
(UGM) in 1996. He received a Master degree in Hospital Management 
Graduate Program from UGM. He completed his other diploma on Public 
Health in Leopold Franzen University, Austria and the Master in Advance 
Science, Medizinsche Universitat, Innsbruck, Tyrol,  Austria. Dr Meliala 
obtained his doctorate degree from the School of Public Health, Faculty 
of Medicine UGM in 2015. He is now serving as the Director of Hospital 
Management, Public Health Graduate Program as well as the Director of 
Center for Health Service and Management, Faculty of Medicine, UGM. 
He is also currently the Technical Advisor of Provincial Health Office of 
Yogyakarta Special Territory Province.
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Pill pushers: 
politics, money 
and the quality 
of medicine in 
Indonesia

Elizabeth Pisani, Aksari Dewi, Relmbuss Biljers Fanda, 
Amalia Hasnida

Fake vaccines, generics repackaged as expensive 
brands, patients complaining that their medicines 
don’t work: these have been the stuff of headlines 
as Indonesia expands coverage of its national health 
insurance scheme, Jaminan Kesehatan Nasional (JKN). 
This paper examines the link between the expansion 
of JKN and medicine quality. Combining market data 
with in-depth interviews, we look at the political and 
economic incentives that create markets in Indonesia 
for substandard medicines made by legitimate 
manufacturers, and that provide buyers for falsified 
medicines supplied by criminals. We examine the 
relationship between manufacturers, distributors, health 
facilities, retailers and patients, with a particular focus 
on the interaction between public procurement and 
private markets. Our findings highlight the problems 
that arise when the increasingly socialised demand 
for medicine clashes with a staunchly profit-driven 
supply side. Public procurement practices incentivise 
cost cutting, while public concern about product 
quality combines with profit-seeking to create market 
opportunities for falsifiers. While both threaten medicine 
quality in isolation, they also interact in ways that may, 
surprisingly, protect patients.

Panel 5.

Health 
outcomes in 
the life course
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Elizabeth Pisani
The George Institute for Global Health

Elizabeth is an epidemiologist focusing on the intersection between public 
health evidence and the messy realities of politics, culture and money. She is 
currently leading research that uses economic and market indicators to predict 
the risk of substandard and falsified medicines in national supply chains, and is 
collaborating with Badan Pengawas Obat dan Makanan (BPOM) and others to try 
out methods for estimating the prevalence and impact of poor quality medicines 
in Indonesia. Elizabeth is a Visiting Professor at the Faculty of Pharmacy at 
Universitas Pancasila in Jakarta, and holds honorary posts at the School of Public 
Health at Imperial College London, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, the Policy Institute at King’s College London, and the George Institute 
for Global Health. She holds a PhD in Infectious Disease Epidemiology and an 
MSc in Medical Demography (both from London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine) and, absurdly, an MA in Classical Chinese from Oxford.
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Komang Tri Aksari Dewi
The George Institute for Global Health

Aksari Dewi is a pharmacist with an extensive knowledge and 
experience in the field of industrial pharmacy. Her research interests 
are in public health and the strengthening of health system. Aksari has 
an educational background in pharmaceutical sciences. In the past 
five years, she has been working with international non-governmental 
organisations and international research institutions to strengthen the 
health system in Indonesia, at the local and national levels, primarily in 
the area of medicine quality and the implications in public health.

Relmbuss Biljers Fanda
Erasmus University Rotterdam

Relmbuss is currently a PhD student at Erasmus School of Health and Policy 
Management in the Netherlands. He has been involved in research related to 
issues including the Indonesian Jaminan Kesehatan National (universal health 
coverage), health security, and health-seeking behaviour. Prior to his current 
study, he was part of the Centre for Health Policy and Management at the 
Faculty of Medicine Universitas Gadjah Mada (PKMK-UGM) in Yogyakarta. 
He earned his Master of Public Health from Universitas Gadjah Mada and his 
Bachelor of Science in the same field of study from Universitas Nusa Cendana 
in Kupang, East Nusa Tenggara.

Amalia Hasnida
Erasmus University Rotterdam

Amalia Hasnida is a public health researcher and PhD candidate at the 
Erasmus School of Health Policy & Management (ESHPM), Erasmus University 
Rotterdam. She held a Master degree in international public health from Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam supported by the Indonesian government scholarship 
(LPDP). After completed her study in 2017, she joined a medicine quality 
research team as a lead researcher of the Indonesian case study of political and 
economic drivers of substandard and falsified medicines. She is also a Fellow in 
Quality of Medical Products supported by the United States of Pharmacopeial 
(USP) Convention Quality Institute working on developing a market risk-based 
flagging approach to strengthen regulatory post-market surveillance in low 
and middle-income countries. Currently, she is leading a study on knowledge 
co-production and translation to policy in the Systematic Tracking of At-Risk 
Medicines (STARmeds) study – a research collaboration between Pancasila 
University, Imperial College, and Erasmus University. Amalia is based in Jakarta.
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Can the biggest 
health crisis in 
modern history 
trigger changes 
in Indonesia’s 
healthcare 
system

Ines I Atmosukarto

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted chronic issues of 
underfunding of the Indonesian public health system. Insufficient 
surveillance capacity, inadequate data management and a chronic 
lack of medical specialists have had a catastrophic impact on 
its pandemic response. Tragically it has also undermined the 
achievement of existing public health priorities and emphasised 
unresolved issues of inequity, human rights, gender, socio-cultural 
processes, political economy, and health system.  

Politics, competing interests and the desire to juggle the economy 
and health, coupled with poor communication and a dismissal of 
the problem at the beginning of the pandemic, likely affected the 
course of the pandemic in Indonesia. 

This crisis has laid bare challenges associated with expanding 
JKN, access to good quality essential medicine, limitations in rapid 
homegrown innovation and manufacturing and poor application of 
the fundamental principle of evidence-based medicine.  

However, whilst the pandemic is a health crisis of unprecedented 
scale, it has highlighted the need for reformation of the healthcare, 
biomedical innovation and manufacturing sectors, an opportunity 
Indonesia should not miss.

Closing 
reflection
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Ines I Atmosukarto
Lipotek Pty Ltd and The Australian National University

Ines I Atmosukarto earned BSc. Hon. and PhD degrees from the University 
of Adelaide. In the early 2000s she returned to Indonesia and pioneered the 
establishment of a natural product screening facility at the Indonesian Institute 
of Sciences (LIPI). She was the first Indonesian to secure a UNESCO-L’Oreal 
Fellowship in 2004 which drove the establishment of a national program 
to improve the participation of women in science. For her contribution in 
promoting science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), Ines was 
awarded the Anugerah IPTEK 2012 from the President of Indonesia. Ines has 
driven collaborative research in commercial and academic settings and has 
supervised postgraduate students in Indonesia and Australia. Ines has over 15 
years of experience in commercial research and development. She is the Chief 
Scientific Officer and Managing Director of Lipotek Pty Ltd, a niche biotech 
company which has its roots at ANU. At Lipotek, Ines works with a small team of 
scientists who are passionate about developing better vaccines and improved 
cancer treatments.
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About the 
Indonesia 
Updates
The Indonesia Update has been conducted annually 
since 1983. It is organised by the ANU Indonesia 
Project, in the Crawford School of Public Policy, and the 
Department of Political and Social Change, in the Coral 
Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs (both of which are in 
the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific).

The conference is free of charge.

The Update conferences are designed to provide 
comprehensive overviews of developments in Indonesia, 
and to present wide-ranging discussions on a theme 
of particular interest each year. They cater to an 
audience that includes government officials, academics, 
teachers, members of business and non-government 
organisations, students, and the general public. Each 
Update is structured to encourage discussion and 
questions from the audience, with an expert group 
of speakers from Indonesia, Australia and elsewhere 
assembled every year.

The Update proceedings appear in the Indonesia 
Update series. Since 1994, the ISEAS–Yusof Ishak 
Institute, in Singapore, has published the proceedings in 
collaboration with The Australian National University.

A full list of the Indonesia Updates is available on our 
blog, www.indonesiaproject.net.

https://www.indonesiaproject.net/indonesia-update-book-series
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Economic dimensions of COVID-19 in 
Indonesia: responding to the crisis
Convenors: Blane Lewis, The Australian 
National University; Firman Witoelar, The 
Australian National University

Indonesia Update 2019. From stagnation to 
regression? Indonesian democracy after 
twenty years 
Convenors: Thomas Power, The Australian 
National University; Eve Warburton The 
Australian National University

Indonesia Update 2018. Contentious belonging: 
the place of minorities in Indonesia
Convenors: Greg Fealy, The Australian National 
University; Ronit Ricci, The Australian National 
University and Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Indonesia Update 2017. Indonesia in the 
new world: globalisation, nationalism and 
sovereignty
Convenors: M Chatib Basri, Universitas 
Indonesia; Mari Pangestu, Universitas 
Indonesia; Arianto Patunru, The Australian 
National University

Indonesia Update 2016. Digital Indonesia: 
challenges and opportunities of the digital 
revolution
Convenors: Ross Tapsell, The Australian 
National University; Edwin Jurriens, The 
University of Melbourne

Indonesia Update 2015. Land and development 
in Indonesia: searching for the people’s 
sovereignty
Convenors: Kathryn Robinson, The Australian 
National University; John McCarthy, The 
Australian National University

Indonesia Update 2014. The Yudhoyono years: 
an assessment
Convenors: Edward Aspinall, The Australian 
National University; Marcus Mietzner, The 
Australian National University;  
Dirk Tomsa, La Trobe University

Indonesia Update 2013. Regional dynamics in a 
decentralised Indonesia
Convenor: Hal Hill, The Australian National 
University

Indonesia Update 2012. The state of education
Convenors: Daniel Suryadarma, The Australian 
National University; Gavin Jones, National 
University of Singapore

Indonesia Update 2011. Indonesia’s place in the 
world
Convenor: Anthony Reid, The Australian 
National University

Indonesia Update 2010. Employment, living 
standards and poverty in contemporary 
Indonesia
Convenors: Chris Manning, The Australian 
National University; Sudarno Sumarto, SMERU 
Research Institute

Indonesia Update 2009. Democracy in practice: 
campaigns, parties and parliaments.
Convenors: Edward Aspinall, The Australian 
National University; Marcus Mietzner, The 
Australian National University.

Indonesia Update 2008. Indonesia beyond the 
water’s edge: managing an archipelagic state
Convenor: Robert Cribb, The Australian 
National University

Indonesia Update 2007. Islamic life and politics
Convenors: Greg Fealy, The Australian National 
University; Sally White, The Australian National 
University

Indonesia Update 2006. Democracy and the 
promise of good governance
Convenors: Andrew MacIntyre, The Australian 
National University; Ross McLeod, The 
Australian National University
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